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ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN

in the west and south. Location of a new fire station and/or redefinition of service area boundaries
between stations will provide adequate fire protection services.

High Fire Hazard Areas: SBCFD has identified portions of the OPA south of Clark Avenue, east
of Highway 1, and west of U.S. 101 as high fire hazard areas due to limited access, topography,
limited water available for fire protection, and the presence of flammable vegetation. Building
standards for high fire hazard areas, including roof coverings, construction materials, structural
components, and clearing of brush and vegetative growth, are identified in the Uniform Building
Code (administered by the Santa Barbara County Building and Safety Division) and the Uniform
Fire Code.

Central Urban Core: Developed portions of the Urban Core as well as Key Sites 25-32 & 34 are
currently outside of the five minute response zones. There are not identified high fire hazard areas
in the Urban Core.

South Orcuti: The southern foothills are the primary fire threat to Orcutt. Woody chaparral
species, oak woodlands, eucalyptus groves, and other dense vegetation on steep slopes create high
fire hazards during dry times and present a risk to structures in and around these areas. In the past
five years only minor brush and grass fires have occurred in this area, several of which caused
severe damage to wooden structures in this area. Most of South Orcutt is outside the five minute.
response zones, with the exception of the comer adjacent to the south side of Clark Avenue and
west of U.S. 101.

West Orcutt: West Orcutt contains some high fire hazard areas in the northeastern corner of Site
22 (oak woodlands/chaparral), and scattered throughout the Casmalia Hills (grasslands). All of this
area is currently outside the five minute response zones. The SBCFD has identified West Orcutt
(Key Site 22) as an area requiring a new fire station if urbanized.

East Orcutt: Portions of East Orcutt are within the five minute response zone of Station 22,
including about half of the Lake Marie Estates. The rest of this area, including Site 33, are outside
the five minute response zones. There is a small section of identified high fire hazard area
(grassland) in the southeastern portion of East Orcutt. Improved access across U.S. 101 will be
necessary to provide satisfactory fire service to Site 33.
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ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN

2, PLANNING ISSUES

Fire protection service is generally satisfactory within the urbanized areas of Orcutt. Some areas
along the periphery of the OPA experience a reduced level of fire service due to limited access.
Southeast Orcutt contains many dead-end roads and cul-de-sacs which complicate access for fire
trucks. Orcutt Creek and its limited crossings present a barrier to access to several areas. The
development of the emergency access route/multi-use trail along Orcutt Creek will improve access

to these areas.

In some instances, providing fuel breaks for protection of homes can have a significant effect on
native wildlife and habitats, such as the removal of mature oak trees. Public or private roads
located along the perimeter between development and open space areas, and orientation of
structures so yards abut open space areas could minimize cxposure of new homes to wildland fires.
This will also protect habitat areas, particularly along significant natural undeveloped open space

areas (Figure 17).

As buildout of the community occurs, the County Fire Department will need to hire additional fire

* fighters, purchase equipment, and construct a new station and/or expand an existing fire station
(depending on location of growth) to meet the future fire protection service needs of the
community. As illustrated in Table 14, under current staffing levels, the service ratio would
decrease at 10-year and at full buildout, causing service to drop to unacceptable levels. To meet the
preferred ratio of 1 fire fighter/4;000-persons, 3 additional on-duty fire fighters would be needed
under buildout of the Plan. However, based on SBCFD staffing standards of 3 on-duty firefighters
per station, a total of 9 additional full-time firefighters will be required by buildout of the Plan. In
addition, the fee structure used to support construction and maintenance of Fire Department
facilities will need to be adjusted to meet these future needs (refer to Section I - Fiscal Analysis and
the 1997 OCP Public Infrastructure Financing Program for more information).
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Table 14
Orcutt Area Fire Fighter To Remdent Ratio
Yé‘ar‘ Current Staff Levels Pqpulatlon , Semce ‘] : Preferred Addl Firé Fighters
- |- Rao | - Ratio Needed'-
| Totalz On-Duty® | : | Total -Qn-buty

1997 44 8 33,000 1:4,125 1:4,000 0 0
10-Year 44 8 42,308 1:5,288 1:4,000 9 3
Buildout 44 8 42,853 1:5,356 1:4,000 0 0
TOTAL 9 3

3. FIRE PROTECTION POLICIES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Policy FIRE-O-1:

Action FIRE-(-1.1:

Policy FIRE-O-2:

DevStd FIRE-2.1:

DevStd FIRE-2.2:

DevStd FIRE-2.3:

The County shall strive to provide adequate fire protection service for
the residents of Orcutt.

As funds become available, the County shall maintain the fire fighter/
population ratio as set by the Board of Supervisors.

Fire hazards in Orcutt shall be minimized in order to reduce the cost
of/need for increased fire protection services and to protect the natural
resources in undeveloped open space areas. :

Development within or adjacent to high fire hazard areas should include the
use of fire prevention measures such as perimeter roads, trails, Class A or B
roofs, adequate access to the urban/rural interface and inclusion of structural
setbacks per DevStd BIO 1.7. Fencing within the structural setback shall be
comprised of fire-resistant material to minimize fire hazards.

The County shall require two routes of ingress and egress for development
unless waived by the Fire Department

Orcutt foothill development shall be protected by water storage tanks
connected to an existing water purveyor or private water supplies.

1

Total firefighters needed is based on SBCFD staffing standard of 3-person (24 hour) station shift which requires a total

of 9 firefighters per station. Therefore, based on this standard a total of 9 additional firefighters will be required at buildout of

the Plan.

2 Total 1997 fire fighting staff includes: 18 professional and 26 volunteers.

3 SBCFD standard of 3 on-duty firefighters/station and Orcutt Volunteer fire station of 2 on-duty.
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Program FIRE-2.4:

Policy FIRE-O-3:

DevStd FIRE-3.1:

DevSid FIRE-3.2:

Planning & Development and the County Fire Department shall prepare a
Fuel Management Program for wildlands within designated undeveloped
natural open space areas which could include a controlled burn program.
Implementation of this program shall be funded by fees assessed on affected

parcels.

The use of fuelbreaks in Orcutt shall be minimized, and where
fuelbreaks are necessary they shall be sited to minimize disruption of
significant natural resources. '

Fuelbreaks should incorporate perimeter roads and yards to the greatest
extent feasible. (See Section IV.B (Biology) for additional firebreak
standards)

To the maximum extent feasible, fuelbreaks shall not be constructed through
riparian or wetland areas or result in the removal of healthy specimen oaks,
Within fuelbreaks, treatment of oak trees shall be limited to limbing the
branches up to a height of 6 feet, removing dead wood, and mowing the
understory. Where specimen oaks have multiple trunks, all trunks shail
remain.
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B.  Libraries

1. EXISTING SETTING AND ISSUES

A, Regional Setting: The County of Santa Barbara does not operate
a library system in unincorporated areas. All branch facilities located in
the unincorporated areas are operated through contracts with the cities of
) Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, and Lompoc and are funded by the County -
and cities. The County is divided into three zones with the city library system in each zone
providing library services to both the city and unincorporated population. The City of Santa Maria
serves a population of 110,000, including Orcutt. The main branch of the Santa Maria Public
Library is located at 420 S. Broadway in Santa Maria, approximately 4 miles north of Orcutt. This
28,000 s.f. facility contains approximately 129,200 volumes, operates with 23 full-time equivalent
staff members, and has an annual (1996-1997) total circulation (includes books, compact discs,
videos, magazines, etc.) of approximately 540,000. The City operates branches in Orcutt,
Guadalupe and Cuyama.

B. Existing Setting: The one library within the OPA is located in the Oak Knolls Shopping
Center at 1157 East Clark Avenue, Suite K. This 1,800 square foot facility contains approximately
25,000 volumes, operates with 1.65 full-time equivalent staff members and serves a 1997 Orcutt
population of 33,000. This branch facility operates on an annual budget of approximately $118,000
funded primarily by the County General Fund with gifts, fines, fees for service, and contributions
by the City of Santa Maria providing partial funding,.

2. PLANNING ISSUES

Based on state standards (0.6 s.f./person), Orcutt’s existing population requires a library facility
approximately 19,800 s.f. in size; at buildout of the OCP, this need would increase by
approximately 5,900 s.f. To address the current deficit and meet future demand, the OCP directs
the County to assist in the identification of an appropriate location for a new library and establishes
a developer fee to fund construction of a new library facility.

3. LIBRARY SERVICES POLICIES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

Policy LIB-O-1: The County shall strive to provide adequate library services for
residents within the OPA.

Action LIB-O-1.1: The County should seek funding mechanisms for library services.
DevStd LIB-0-1.2: The County shall require a library mitigation fee on development to fund the

cost of acquisition by purchase or lease, construction, and furnishing of a
new library facility. The fee shall be determined upon completion of an -
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Action LIB-0-1.3:

DevStd LIB-O-1.4:

infrastructure financing program. All development approved after adoption
of the OCP shall be subject to this fee, which shall be paid prior to issuance
of Building Permits or as determined by the infrastructure financing

program.

In the expenditure of General Funds, a high priority should be given to
libraries. The County shall continue to coordinate with the City of Santa
Maria on the provision of library services.

If Mello Roos Community Facilities Districts are formed in the Orcutt
Planning Area to fund operation and maintenance of a library, prior to
discretionary project approval of projects which impact libraries, all
applicants in the planning area must agree to either participate in the
District's funding mechanisms for library services or otherwise demonstrate
that the project is fully mitigating the increase in demand for library services
caused by the project.
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—

B.  Parks, Recreation, Trails, and
Open Space

1. EXISTING SETTING

A. Introduction

The Parks, Recreation, Trails and Open Space section addresses five major issues central to
community character: aesthetics, quality of life, and infrastructure maintenance, construction and
funding. The community's existing park system lacks the acreage, facilities and distribution to
serve existing residents. Recreational services are provided mainly by local non-profit
organizations (e.g., AYSO) and the City of Santa Maria, and often lack widespread availability and
specific facilities. Orcutt currently has no official trail system, and the extensive network of
informal trails is being diminished by development. The community's open spaces, while still
extensive, have also been diminished by development and are becoming fragmented, reducing both
their contribution to the community's semi-rural character and their value as wildlife habitat,
Finally, what roadway medians and planters exist are often weedy and/or undeveloped and detract
from, rather than enhance, the aesthetic quality of Orcutt's roads.

These disparate issues affect the community's character and the quality of life for existing and
future residents. Existing Orcutt residents identified open space protection and the provision of
parks as two primary concerns (1992 community survey). The 1980 Comprehensive Plan did not
address these issues and ongoing development in the community has reflected this lack of cohesive
planning. For example, between 1980 and 1995 over 4,000 new units covering several hundred
acres were developed, yet the County acquired no new parkland, only 3/4 of a mile of trail
easement, and virtually no natural, undeveloped open space. Although some quality private
facilities were constructed, overall community needs remain unserved. In summary, because of a
lack of long-range planning and financial support for both construction and maintenance (see Fiscal
section), these issues are among the most significant addressed within the Plan,

B. Regional Setting

The City of Santa Maria (population 69,000) provides 250 acres of parks and recreational facilities,
including the Santa Barbara County Fairgrounds regional recreation area. The City owns 18 parks,
four of which (Preisker, Adam, Pioneer and Miramonte) are over 9 acres in size, and fourteen
neighborhood parks two- to six-acres in size to meet the needs of 3,000 to 5,000 residents each.
Seven of these neighborhood parks are located adjacent to public school playfields. The Minami
Center provides gymnasium, tennis courts, softball and volleyball facilities. The City Recreation
Department provides a range of organized sports leagues, many of which are utilized by Orcutt
residents (a higher non-resident registration fee is required). The Santa Maria Recreation Dept. also
uses the Hagerman softball facility located at the County's Waller Park. While no formal
recreational trails exist in Santa Maria, several are planned for construction.

No natural undeveloped public open space is available to Valley residents for passive recreation;
instead, residents use a network of unofficial trails on private or Airport property, or travel 20-30
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minutes to the Los Padres National Forest, Guadalupe Dunes State Park, or the Burton Mesa
Ecological Reserve north of Lompoc. Many Valley residents highly value the area's semi-rural
character. However, as urbanization increases, the visual, natural resource, and agricultural
components-of open space within the Valley are being lost.

C. OPA General Setting

Parks: Orcutt has 160 acres of public park land, with most (about 95%}) located at the community's
northern end in Waller Park, the regional park for the Santa Maria Valley. This highly developed
153.54-acre County park serves both City and Orcutt residents' and contains an extensive urban
forest, hilly turf areas, two ponds, group and family picnic/barbecue areas, a basketball court,
softball fields, volleyball courts, pony rides, and parking. The Park Department also maintains four
public neighborhood open spaces in Orcutt, totaling about seven acres (1997; Table 15 & Figure
18). :

Table 15: Existing Orcutt Public Parks & Open Spaces

NAME (acreage) - S rocaTion’  |'0 . FACILITIES

‘Waller Park Intersection of Waller Ln and State Urban forest, hilly turf areas, two ponds, group/farnily
(153.54 ac) Route 135 picnic/BBQ areas, basketball, volleyball, ballfields, frisbee golf

course, cxercise course, and parking

Domino Open Space North of Rice Ranch Rd on Domino Turf area, playground equipment, and landscaping

{1.1ac) Ave ’
Highland Drive Open Space Southeast comer of Orcutt and Rice Turf areas and trees

(0.8 ac) Raneh roads

Lee West Opcn Space East of Cherry Ave on Glen Cairon Turf area, playground equipment, and landscaping
(1.7 ac) Dr

Stoncbrook Open Space East of California Blvd Turf area, volleyball courts, and backstop

(3.08 ac)

! User surveys have shown that approximately 2/3 of the users of Waller Park are non-City residents. Therefore this Plan
recognizes that only 60%, or approximately 92 acres, should be counted as parkland for Orcutt.
Orcutt Community Plan 83
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Thirteen developed private neighborhood parks totaling 37 acres are located in Orcutt's newer
neighborhoods (Figure 18, Table 16). The Tiffany Park neighborhood also contains several
undeveloped lots maintained as landscaped turf areas. Public access to these private facilities is
often discouraged by signage (¢.g., "For Residents and Guests Only").

TABLE 16
IDENTIFIED EXISTING PRIVATE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS*
NAME - '| NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATION FACILITIES
(acreage) o SERVED : T
Harmony/Weodmere (7.75 ac) Qak Knolls Between US 101 and Walking path
Woodmere/Harmony
Hartmell Road (4.17 ae) Southpoint/Foxenwood South of Hartnell Rd Tennis courts
Imperial Way (1.5 ac) Rice Ranch Between Crescent & Imperial Basketball courts, turf area, BBQ
Ivory Drive (1.73 ac) Oak Knolls End of Ivory Drive Turf area
Kenneth Avenue (5.03 ac) Oak Knolls Along Kenneth Avenue Turf area and walking path
Las Brisas (2.7 ac) Knollwood Terminus of Lakeview Walking path and exercise course
Moming Ridge Rd (1.53 ae) Knollwood Moming Ridge Road Turf area, playground equip., BBQ
Northpoint (3.0 a€) Northpoint Hummel Drive Turf, tennis, swimming, basketball and
volleyball
Ruby Crest Court-North Patterson Ruby Crest Court Turf area
(1.0 ac)
Ruby Crest Court-South Patterson Ruby Crest Court/Clark Turf area
(1.31 ac) ’
SE Oak Knolis Footpath ¢1.91 ac) Oak Knolls Camco Drive Turf area
Turtle Creck Drive (3.88 ac) College East of Santa Maria Way Stormwater basin and walking path
Woodmere Road (1.2 ac) Woodmere West end of Woodmere Road Turf area

* Parks are named for the development to which they belong, or for nearby roads and listed alphabetically.

Recreation: The County Parks Department does not provide recreational programs and the only
designated recreation areas currently in Orcutt are the play fields in Waller Park. To help fill this
gap, twelve public schools in the OPA provide recreation facilities for formal and informal
activities (e.g., Orcutt Youth Little League management of Little League/softball fields) both after-
school and on weekends. (Although these areas provide recreational facilities, with the restrictions
on use, they are not counted toward the total parkland serving Orcutt.)

Private Country Clubs in Orcutt include the Lake Marie Valley Club (pool, tennis, meeting
room/clubhouse) and the Foxenwood Tennis and Swim Club with similar facilities. Lake Marie
membership is available to the public, subject to membership committee approval and payment of
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an initiation fee, while the Foxenwood Club is restricted to Foxenwood homeowners and renters.

Three stables available to the public, the Vic Diamond stables on Domino Avenue, Fletcher Farms
on Telephone Road, and Rancho Miranda on Cambridge Way (Figure 18), provide equestrian
boarding and/or rental options near Orcutt. These stables have space to accommodate the current
boarding demand. A fourth stable, Graymare Farms on State Route 1, closed in 1994.

Trails; No dedicated public hiking/equestrian trails or off-road bikepaths exist in Orcutt.
Although an extensive network of "unofficial" trails exists in the community's undeveloped areas,
urbanization has substantially diminished the extent of this unofficial network (e.g., "Mud Lake"
east of Bradley Road). The trail system remains extensive in northem Orcutt and the Airport
Approach Zone and in the south along Orcutt Creek and the Solomon Hills. These informal trails
provide a substantial recreational outlet for the general public.

Open Space: Open space in Orcutt is found predominately on agricultural lands (approximately
7,000 acres), the rolling hills at the southern edge of the Santa Maria Valley, the northern slopes of
the Solomon and Casmalia Hills, the drainage corridors and canyons of Orcutt, Pine Canyon, and
Graciosa Creeks, within the Santa Maria Airport Clear Zone and the undeveloped land east of U.S.
101. These open areas contain important visual and natural resources such as extensive open
grasslands, native oak woodlands, eucalyptus woodlands and windrows, riparian corridors, coastal
sage scrub, and chaparral covered hills. The open spaces also contain natural hazards such as
floodways, steep slopes, and fire dangers. While not developed as parks, these areas experience a
significant amount of recreational use.

While these natural open space arecas meet some of the community's recreational demand, the
majority are located on private property. As a result, public access is restricted by measures ranging
from the posting of "No Trespassing” signs to the construction of physical barriers which prevent
access on or across a parcel. Even if a single landowner significantly restricts access, the results can
be severe (e.g., fencing and "No Trespassing” signs on a single parcel greatly decreases the use of
an open space corridor).

An additional threat to the future viability of "unofficial” open space areas is the continued
encroachment of urban development. Without formal designation as public open space, portions of
these areas may be built upon, and developers may meet their "open space" zoning requirements by
providing isolated pockets accessible only to future residents of their projects. Future development
of currently vacant lots will reduce opportunities to provide for development of trails, parks, and
other recreational facilities, as well as reduce the aesthetic quality of existing recreational resources.

Medians and Landscaping: Orcutt's existing roadway medians and sidewaik planters generally
lack trees and other landscaping and are poorly maintained. Unlandscaped raised center medians
exist at the intersections of Bradley/Clark, Orcutt Road/Clark, and Bradley/Santa Maria Way, and
along Santa Maria Way north of Bradley. Landscaped medians along Bradley exist on the Las
Brisas project frontage south of the Bradley/Santa Maria Way intersection. Street trees in older
neighborhoods (Valley View Drive), have been removed due to sidewalk damage, and most new
neighborhoods have front yard trees, rather than "parkway" or street trees. All existing medians are
located within the Central Urban Core.
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D. Sub-Area Setting

Central Urban Core: Existing park and recreational facilities include Waller Park and the 3.1-
acre Stonebrook and 1.7-acre Lee West neighborhood public open spaces. The Santa Maria Valley
YMCA on Skyway Drive provides an olympic size swimming pool, handball courts, a weight
room, aerobics activities, 8,372 s.f. of therapeutic activities, rest rooms and a 25-child daycare
facility. The Orcutt Recreation Center on Foster Road, operated by the Orcutt Youth Organization,
is available to community groups for barbecues and indoor events.

Major core area open spaces contain about 400 acres in and around the Airport approach zone
(Sites 23, 26, 27 and 30). An extensive network of unofficial trails exists on undeveloped public
and private property within this open space, with public views provided from adjacent roadways.
This corridor contains extensive grasslands, significant eucalyptus groves and relictual sand dunes.
The County, Airport District, and City of Santa Maria have a unique opportunity to establish a
regional open space corridor in' conjunction with future buildout of the OPA and the Airport
Research Park. An Action of the OCP calls for the County to work with other agencies on the
development of a regional open space ("boundary park") incorporating active (golf course) and
passive (Pioneer Park) recreation, and natural resource preservation (sand dunes, oak woodlands
and the vernal pool complex).

South Orcutt: Public parks are limited to turf area and playground equipment at the 1.1-acre
Domino Open Space, and turf in the 0.8-acre Rice Ranch Open Space. In the urban area, the Orcutt
Creek corridor provides a broad, 2-mile long expanse of scenic open space including steep bluffs,
open meadows and major oak, riparian and eucalyptus woodlands. Highly visible from area roads
and residences, this corridor and its watershed areas include Key Sites #3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14,
B, C and F and contribute significantly to the community's semi-rural character. The corridor
receives substantial public use on an extensive network of informal trails. In the rural area, the
Solomon foothills are covered with chaparral, oak woodlands and on-going oil production and
provide a 3,000-acre scenic natural backdrop for the community.

West Orcutt: Although no public parks exist in this area, the Rancho Maria Golf Club, the only
public golf course in the OPA, is located here. Some areas of Site 22 adjacent to airport property
contain trails used by walkers and bicyclists, and multi-use trail easements have long been
recommended as part of any future development in the Ranchette Area (largely Key Sites 19, D and
E). The Orcutt Creek corridor continues through this area, across Sites 19, D and 22, providing
trails and scenic open spaces. Key Site 22 provides vast areas of open space adjacent to the urban
area and contains the largest vernal pool/wetland complex in the northern part of the county.

Open spaces in the west also include the Casmalia foothills which encompass wide expanses of
rural agricultural land (primarily used for grazing) interspersed with oak woodlands and eucalyptus
groves in canyon drainages. The importance of these contiguous open spaces is augmented by the
proximity of thousands of additional acres of largely undeveloped open lands immediately south
and west of the planning area.

Orcutt Community Plan 87



ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN
OPEN SPACE AREA

Adeixer] Iry Saras Sirtury Coury Boud of Saparvisars
om iy I3 1907 e et o e v Comemry P,

[1_] evsmemouNDary & NumMBER

OPEN SPACE AREA

mmmeme QRCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN BOUNDARY

STATE HGHWAY 139

=

i)

:

L

‘ﬂﬂ--.

l

€m|m

Propucad by Jots barbwrt Coumty Fuvwey 8 Dwvmspmony

97

aaaaa

Figure 16



ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN

East Orcutt: No public recreational facilities, parks or medians are located in this sub-area. The
Elks Rodeo took place in the summers of '95, '96 and '97 using temporary facilities on a 107-acre
parcel in this sub-area and the Elks intend to develop a permanent rodeo/events center on the parcel.
Except for the small pockets of development in the EDRN area, this entire sub-area is open space
made up of largely grazing agricultural land.

2. PLANNING ISSUES

Public parks, recreational facilities, open spaces, trails and attractively maintained roadways
significantly enhance a community's appeal and quality of life. A well developed public park and
open space system provides amenities for enjoyment by all residents. Parks, natural open space and
trails are 3 of the 5 top amenities sought by new home buyers (National Associations of
Builders/Realtors). In a 1992 survey of Orcutt residents, 25% considered their community to be
“semi-rural," and survey respondents indicated that loss of open space is the number one issue
facing the community, with the need for more parks rated fourth and the loss of scenic views ranked
fifth.

Orcutt's current deficiency in parks, recreational programs, open space, roadway landscaping and
trails will be exacerbated by the additional demands created by future development. Additional
community and neighborhood parks are needed throughout the community to provide soccer and
" ball fields, tennis and basketball courts, large picnic areas, and expansive open areas for
unstructured play and enjoyment. A location is needed for a community pool, as a stand-alone
facility or in conjunction with a park. Dedicated and maintained trails are needed to provide hikers,
bicyclists and equestrians with safe and legal pathways. Public and private open spaces need to be
identified and preserved to maintain the community's semi-rural character, provide protection from
natural hazards and protect valuable resources. And finally, medians and street landscaping are
needed to enhance the natural and aesthetic beauty of Orcutt.

To address these issues, the OCP contains a Parks, Recreation, Trails, Open Space, and Medians
Plan (collectively called the Open Space Plan), with individual sub-sections for each component
(recreation is included in each sub-section except medians). This Open Space Plan identifies
acquisition methods for each park, open space, trail and median (i.e., dedication or public
purchase), and identifies how these facilities are to be maintained. The Plan also prioritizes the
acquisition of sites/facilities in terms of future funding needs. The Open Space Plan provides active
and passive recreation for existing and future residents and protects Orcutt's open space heritage,
while permitting reasonable development on affected parcels.

3. THE ORCUTT OPEN SPACE PLAN

A. Overview

OCP buildout would generate a minimum need for approximately 100 additional acres of park land
(4.7 acres/1,000 residents; SB County adopted ratio). No adopted standards currently exist for
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amount of open space or length of trails needed to serve an identified population, although the OCP
contains provisions for 1,300 acres of open space and about 40 miles of trails. In addition,
provisions are made for recreational facilities as part of the parks, trails and open space components
of this plan. Finally, a median and streetscape program is included within the Open Space Plan to
complete the aesthetic benefits of this plan.

One of the major components of the Open Space Plan is the proposed Parks, Open Space and
Landscape Maintenance District (Open Space District). This District, funded by new residents,
would pay for park, trail, landscaped median, and minor open space maintenance, and possibly
acquisition of additional park and open space areas (see Section 5 below).

The phasing of open space acquisition and development of parks, trails and roadway medians is
largely dependent on when certain properties are developed. Almost all of the land identified for
these amenities, and the funding to pay for their acquisition and/or construction, is found on the
Key Sites. While some park areas or trails may be identified as public priorities, they will not be
developed until the parcel they are on is developed, or possibly earlier in the rare instance when the
land is dedicated or purchased in advance of development.

The proposed parks, irails, open spaces and medians are described in the sections below. These
sections will be followed by discussions of acquisition methods, costs and funding sources, and
lastly, the Open Space District.

B. Major Public Park/Recreation Areas

Approximately 100 acres of active recreation areas are proposed in 7 community parks (Table 17),
providing residents with convenient access to recreational facilities such as softball, soccer and play
fields, basketball/tennis courts, picnic areas, and children's play areas. These active recreation
areas are generally centrally located and accessible to residential and business areas. Where
feasible, parks are proposed adjacent to schools to facilitate joint-use. Table 17 lists the proposed
parks in order of priority to meet the needs of Orcutt residents. The priority listing is necessary in
case funding for the entire parks system is not available or the funding is only available over time
and direction is needed on where funds should be allocated first. The three primary active parks are
described below. The OCP Public Infrastructure Financing Program (PIFP) identifies a park
priority list based on a 10-year absorption projection for new residential development. Under the
10-year scenario, approximately 114 acres of new parks would be developed. This development
would occur within the Urban Core and South Orcutt sub-regions of the OPA.

Oak Knolls Park: A Preliminary Master Plan for the 15.1-acre Oak Knolis Park in the Flood
Control Basin at Kenneth Avenue/Via Santa Maria proposes approximately 2 acres of irrigated turf
for softball/soccer fields and a hard-surface basketball and/or roller-hockey court (SB County Parks;
Key Site Figure OAK-1). Also included are a tot lot, a gazebo, a small rest room with drinking
fountains, four family picnic sites, 40 off-street parking spaces, bike racks, benches, concrete
walkways, and landscaping of slopes.

Union Valley Park: | Proposed for 46.2 acres located on both sides of Union Valley Parkway and a

Orcutt Community Plan 89



ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN

portion of Key Site 30 (Figure 19), the park would integrate an existing retention basin (proposed to
be a regional basin), existing open space areas within the airport "No-Build” zone, and existing
private recreation areas located to the east on both sides of Union Valley Parkway. The park may
include 3 softball fields, 3 playfields, 2 picnic areas, hard courts, tennis courts, etc. If Key Site 30 is
purchased by the public, it is required to be planned together with Union Valley Park and additional
active and passive recreational uses may be provided.

Orcutt Creek Park: Proposed for approximately 11 acres along the south side of Orcutt Creek in
the floodplain between State Route 135 and California Blvd., this park would include restoration of
Orcutt Creek, the Orcutt Creek Class I bikeway/walking path, picnic areas, and potential turf and
hard court areas.
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TABLE 17

COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD PARK PFRIORITY TABLE*

Oak Knolls Park 15.1 ac. Active Ballfields, play areas, restroomis, County Owned
picnic areas, basketball courts, etc.
Orcutt Creek Park 10.42 ac. Active Play fields, restrooms, picnic areas, Dedication/Purchase
basketball and tennis courts, etc.
Stubblefield School 5.00 ac. Active Ballfields, play and picnic areas, Dcdication
and trails
Union Valley Park 46.20 ac. Active Ballfields, play and picnic areas, Donation/Partial
restrooms, pond, basketball and Dedication/Purchase
tennts courts, trails, etc.
Site 12 5.00 ac. Active Play fields, restrooms, picnic Dedication
areas, basketball and tennis courts,
etc.
Solomon School 5.00 ac. Active Ballfields, play and picnic areas Dedication
Site 22 15.00 ac. Active Ballfields, play and picnic areas, Donation/Partial
Testrooms, basketball conrts, etc. |- Dedication/Purchase
Stilhwell 2.00 ac, Passive Picnic areas, trails Dedication
Old Town 2.00 ac. Passive Play and picnic areas Dedication
Site 12 4.00 ac. Passive | Four 1-acre parks with picnic areas Dedication
and trails
Orcutt Canyon Ridge 15.36 ac. Passive Picnic areas and trails Portion County-
owned/Partial Donation
Terrazzo Way 4.44 ac. Passive |  Play areas, picnic areas, and trails Dedication/Donation/
Purchase
Foxenwood 1.42 ac. Passive Play, picnic, and open areas Donation/ Purchase
Shile 3.18 ac. Passive Play and picnic areas Donation/Purchasc
Site 22 15.00 ac. Passivc | Eight 1-2 acre parks w/ play, picnic Dedication
and open areas
Totz! 149.12 ac,
* Parks listed in order of pricrity. —--
91 Revised July 2002

Orcutt Community Plan




<l ——

g /] E
E gg:egizhoo E
BprLoot) |-

L]
]

oF
—

i
1
| N A

DR,

HER

I
BRADLEY
Eﬁ

|
-.\
Y
N

W T UL A T T SN T T T T g
Proposed Union Valley Park emittes o

= Proposed Public Park 27| Key Site %

2 Existing Private Park 7 ———— .
- ~ Proposed Trail

+ + Adopted Open Space Area

Figure 15
92 ' '



ORCUTT COMMUNITY PLAN

Local Neighborhood Public Parks: Eighteen local neighborhood public parks, totalling
approximately 47 acres, are also proposed in the Open Space Plan (Table 17). All of these parks
would provide passive recreational activities, which include designated picnic and children's play
areas. Many of the parks would be linked by segments of the proposed recreational trail system. In
addition, some parks would be located entirely or partially within existing and future flood control
retention basins (OCP policies require dual use of regional retention basins where possible; see
page 35 for basin locations).

C. Recreational Trails and Staging Areas

Currently there are no officially designated public hiking, equestrian or off-road bike paths within
the Orcutt area. To address this shortage, several multi-use recreational trails and staging areas
have been added to the Orcutt PRT map (Figure 18 and Tables 18 and 19). These trails and staging
areas will provide a complete and interconnecting trail system, facilitating access for pedestrians,
equestrians, and bicycle trail users between jobs, shopping, schools, park facilities, the SMPA, and
the local foothills.

The staging areas and the portions of trails on Key Sites will be acquired through dedication and the
remainder of the trails will have to be purchased. Where appropriate, the trails crossing Key Sites
will be constructed by the site developer. Maintenance of these trails will be provided by the Open
Space District.

Implementation of the Orcutt trail system will require proper siting, design and construction
to minimize conflicts with existing residences, avoid constraints, and minimize user/surrounding
use conflicts. The OCP Multi-Use Trail Plan and Trail Siting Guidelines (Appendix C) guides
proposed trail development and addresses potential public/private conflicts and trail liability issues.
The trails component of the Open Space Plan is divided into three sub-sections by geographic area;
‘the foothills, Orcutt Creck and urban trails. (Proposed bikepaths are discussed primarily in the
circulation chapter.)

Foothill trails: This trail system both formalizes portions of the existing informal trail network in
the Solomon Hills and identifies new trails in the Solomon and Casmalia Hills and along the
ridgetop of the Solomon Hills. Eighteen trails totalling almost 23 miles in length will provide
access to rural areas with a diversity of habitats and panoramic views, with some linking up to
Orcutt Creek and other urban trails. Staging areas for these trails are proposed on Key Sites 12, 14,
and 21 and a lookout/staging area is proposed on the top of Graciosa Ridge.
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TABLE 18
RECREATIONAL TRAILS'
Tear? ' Typellengtn _ Description

Orcutt Creek Trail (OC-1) Urban/7.4 mi Traverses OPA along Orcutt Creek
Rice Ranch Trails (RR-1 — 9) Urban/Rural/7.4 mi Provides access io the foothills

Mesa Verde Trail (MV-1) Urban/0.70 mi Orcutt Creek to Rice Ranch/Graciosa Ridge

Graciosa Ridge Connector (GR-1) Rural/2.20 mi Orcutt Creek to the Solomon Hills ridgeline

John Karamitsos Trail (JK-1) Urban/Rural/2.55 mi Provides link between urban area and foothills

Old Town Connector {OT-1) Urban/0.65 mi Provides link w/ Old Town and foothiIl trails
Woodmere Trail (W-1) Urban/4.0 mi Parallels west side of US 101
Bradley Connector (B-1) Urban/0.80 mi Traverses Site 30 to Hummel Dr and UVP
Village Connector (B-2) Urban/0.25 mi Provide access opposite Village Dr to Site 30
Union Valley Pkwy Trail (UVP-1) Urban/3.05 mi Parallels the planned extension of UVP
Union Valley Pkwy Trail (UVP-1) Urban/1.70 mi Parallels planned UVP ext. w/in City limils
Rancho Maria Trail (RM-1) Rural/1.7 mi Provides only foothill access west of SR 135
Solomon Connector (S-1) Rural/0.85 mi Provides a link to several rural foothill trails
Ridgetop Trail (R-1) Rural/1.8 mi Connects ridgetop trails
Black Road Trail (BR-1) Urban/1.1 mi Extends between SR 1 and Tanglewood
Coastal Trail Urban/Rural/(na) Parallels SR 1 through the OPA ‘
Tanglewood Trail (T-1) Urban/2.1 mi Provides loop with the Orcutt Creek Trail
Tanglewood Trail (T-1) Urban/0.75 mi Connects to Santa Maria Airport property
Graciosa Canyon Trail (GC-1) Rural/2.0 mi Extend south through sites 15 & 14 to foothills
Marcum Connector (M-1) Urban/0.50 mi Provides link between QT-1 and GC-1
Old Maud Trail {(OM-1) Rural/0.35 mi Provides access to the Old Maud oil well site
Pioneer Trail (P-1) Urban/0.3¢ mi Link to City's Pioneer Park
Windrow Connector {(WR-1) Urban/0.50 mi Provide loop between West Orcutt Trails
TOTAL 42.65 mi (includes 2.75 miles of trails w/in City limits)

! Trails listed in order of priority.

? Trail or trail segments denoted in bold italic are located w/in Santa Maria City limits.
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